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• CARPET AND RUG COMMITTEE APPOINTED . . . 

Appointment of a c o n n i t t e e to reconmdnd a ninimum vrn^e for the ca rpe t and rug 

i n d u s t r y vas announced todaj'' by Colonel P h i l i p 3 . F len ing , A d n i n i s t r a t o r of the 

Wage and Hour Div is ion , United S t n t e s Departnent of Labor. > 

The conn i t t e e i s au thor ized under the Fa i r Labor S tandards Act to recomnend 

the h ighes t n in inun VTa.ge up to 40 c e n t s an hour v/liicli vr i l l not cause s u b s t a n t i a l 

cu r t a i lmen t of enploynent . 

The ca rpe t and rug industrj"- which under the d e f i n i t i o n i nc ludes no t only wool 

and co t ton rugs and c a r p e t s but a l so those na.de f ron g r a s s or paper or o ther f i b e r s , 

employs sone 33,000 workers . According to Wâ -e snd Hour Div i s ion econon i s t s i 

about 1,000 of these are pa id p.t a r a t e of l e s s than 40 cen t s an ho-iir, the 

h ighes t miniraun the c o n n i t t e e can recoonend. • ' 

The "Carpet and Rug Industrj,--" i s def ined a s : 

" ( a ) The spinning, dyeing, f i n i s h i n g or p roces s ing of carpet j'-arns v;hich 
con ta in anj' carpet wool. •; : 

" (b) The nanuf a c t u r i n g , dj/eing, f i n i s h i n g or p r o c e s s i n g of rugs or 
ca rpe t s fron any j^arns or f i b e r s , or fron g r a s s or paper , bu t 
not inc luding ba th mats or the manufacture bj-- hand of rugs or 
carpe-ts." 

A nenorandum exp la in ing the d e f i n i t i o n , t o Colonel P len ing f ron Burtonn D. 

Oppeiiliein, D i r e c t o r of the Indus t ry Conni t tee Branch of the D i v i s i o n , s t a t e s ; 

"BJ*- i n p l i c a t i o n , the manufacturo of rag c a r p e t s and ru^s i s exempt fron 
the d e f i n i t i o n because such rugs a re not nade d i r e c t l y fron ya.rns or f i b e r s . The 
naaiufr^cturo of rag rugs has not been inc luded beca.use such rugs are p r i m a r i l y nade 
hy lifuid and to a l a rge ex tent by hone workers . As a raa.ttcr of f a r t , nnj.'- c a r p e t s 
or rugs na.de by hand a.re excluded f ron the d e f i n i t i o n which v/ould exenpt Navajo 
rugs and hooked rugs najde by hone v/orkers ." 

The najiufacture of ba th nr. ts i s under the T e x t i l e Wage Order . 
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Arthur D, H i l l , Boston a t t o m e y , a pub l i c member, w i l l be Chairman of the 

Committee, Wr, H i l l has a l ready se rved as a pub l ic member of t h e Paper Indus t ry 

Comnittoe .undor tho Fair Labor Standards Act , . 'k, ' ' , , , , • . 

Other publ ic mombers of the committoo are Thomas L, Norton, professor of 

Economics, Un ive r s i ty of Buffa lo ; Wil l iam E, Simkin, Assoc ia te I rapar t ia l Chairman 

for tho Fu l l - f a sh ionod I n d u s t r y , P h i l a d e l p h i a ; W, I , Wes to rvc l t , P r e s i d e n t , Labor 

Re l a t i ons A s s o c i a t e s , Chicago, I l l i n o i s , -; • x 

For tho onployees: Emil Ricve , of Now York, General P r e s i d e n t , Tex t i l e 

Iforkcrs Union of America; Fronk Middolaor of Thompsonville, Connec t icu t , nnd 

Robert Oliver of Yonkors, Now York, bo th of the scj-n.e union; and Frcjicis P , Fenton, 

Di rec to r of Organiza t ion , Anoricen Fede ra t ion of Labor, Tfashington, D. C, 

For the simployors: J , L, Eastv/ick of Charles P , Cochrane Company, 

Br idgepor t , P a , ; Lu-fchcr H, Hodges of Karastan Rug M i l l s , Spray, North Ca ro l ina ; 

R, G, Knov/land of the Bigclow-Sanford Carpot Compcjiy, Nev/ York; and Carl E, 

S t c i g e r of tho Deltox Rug Company, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, . ' 

Tho mombors of t h e comnittoe woro s e l e c t e d a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n vdth both 

t r ado a s s o c i a t i o n s and union groups a c t i v e in tho i n d u s t r y , . : : . • ' , 

Any wago rocoi-nniondation of the conmittoc v / i l l bo tho sub jec t of a publ ic 

hea r ing a t which any i n t o r o s t c d porson nay appca r before a wage order for tho 

i n d u s t r y i s i s s u e d , Tho i n i t i a l mooting of t ho coni-iittoc v / i l l bo announced in the 

near f u t u r e , ' • ". :..'i "•''"..." •'• 
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